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Til  K     LI  XC  OLN    GUARD    OF    HONOR. 

-    rA    iiZEi      !  N     -jpRlN'aFlELD    ILLINOIS     FEBRUARY    |2™I 


I  MEMORY  OF  TEE  MARTYR 

Exercises  Commemorative  of  the   Death  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

TiTi 

Description  of  the  jjj.iborof  ilio  Guards 
of  Honor  in  Protecting  the  Presi- 
dent's   itemains    Prom 

Vaadal  .Hands.      I  Q  S/1 

SpeingfieiA),  IilL  April  15.— The  twenty- 
second  anniversary  cjf  the  death  of  Abraham 

Liucoln  was  cornrm\ffl41-ate<*  ia  tlie  na"  of 
representatives   this  afternoon,    the  service 
bein^   under   the   direction  of    the  Lincoln 
guard  of  honor.     'the'  exercises  continued 
over  two  hours  and  were  largely  attended. 
Addresses  were  delivered  by    Bishou    Sey- 
mour, of  the  Springfield  diocese,  and  lion. 
W.  II.  Collins,  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives.   Clinton  L.  Conklin.   a   member 
of   the   Lincoln    guard,    read  the  historical 
paper  descriptive  of  the  labor  of  the  guards 
in  guarding  the  remains  of    the    martyred 
president  against  vandal  hordes.    After  the 
memorable  journey  from   Washington  City 
to  Springfield,  the  body  of  President  Lincoln 
was  deposited  in  the  receiving   vault   in  Oak 
Kidge  cemetery     on     Thursday,      May     4, 
I860.     One     week     from      that     day     the 
National   Liucoln    Monument     association 
was        organized.        Their     first        work 
was  to  build  a  temporary  vault  on  the  ground 
secured  for  the  monument.  To  this  vault  the 
body  was  removed  on  December  21,  1835,  and 
there  remained  till  September  19, 1S71,  when 
it  was  placed  in  the  monument.      Upon  each 
occasion  the   remains    were    identified  by  a 
member  of  the  monument  association.   After- 
wards,   on    the   9th    of  October,  1874.  the  re- 
mains were  transferred  to    the    marble   sar- 
cophagus in  the  catacomb    and    were    again 
ideutilied.    Here  the  body   remained   undis- 
turbed till  the  night   of    November   7,    1876, 
when  an  attempt  was  made  to  steal  the  coffin 
with  its  contents.    The  thieves  succeeded  in 
breaking     open    the    sarcophagus    and     in 
partially  removing  the  coffin,  but  being  dis- 
turbed   in    their    work;    the    attempt    tailed 
and      the     remains      were      restored       to 
their    former    resting    place.    Members    of 
the  monument  association,  feeling  the   inse- 
curity of  the  situation,-  and  fearing  a  renewal 
of  the  attempt  to   carry   away  the  remains, 
caused  them  to  be   removed    from  the  sarco- 
phagus, and,  on  the  eveninsrof  November  15. 
1876,  the  three  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  association,    with    some    addi- 
tional assistance,  secretly  conveyed   the  cas- 
ket into  one  of    the    inner    recesses  of    the 
monument.    No   further   steps    were  taken 
until  November,  1888.  when  public  attention 
was  aroused  by  events    occurring    in    New 
\  01k  city.    The  members  of  the  monument 
association,  beimr  personally    unable  to  un- 
dertake the  work  required  to  be  done,  left  the 
entire    matter    in    the    hands     of    John    T. 
Stuart,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee. 
lie  requested  John  T.   Lower,  custodian  of 
the     monument,  to   select   several   persons 
whom      he       could       trust       and       with 
their       assistance      to      place     the     body 
of  the  president  where   it  would    be    secure. 
He  selected  Oustavus   S."    Dana,    Jasper  N. 
lieece,  Joseph  P.  Lindley,  Edward  S.    John- 
son and  James   McNeill.    On    the    night  of 
November  18,  1878,  these  gentlemen  removed 
the  remains  to  a  more  remote  recess  beneath 
the  monument,  to  a  place  immediately  south 
of  the  present  crypt,  and  there  buried  them. 
Every  possible  precaution  was    taken   to  re- 
move all  traces  of  the  work  or  indications  of 
the  place  of  burial,    which    was  deemed   the 
more  necessary  because   of    Intimations    re- 
ceived about  this  time  that  anotiier  attempt 
would  be  made  to  steal  the  body.    This  place 
was  known  only  to  those  talcing  part  in    the 
transaction    and    to    those    officers     of    the 
monument   association    by  whose  request  it 
had  been  done.     In  order  to  more  fully  carry 
out    the    .wishes     of  the   executive   com- 
mittee of  the  monument  association,  as   ex- 
pressed   by   Hon.  John  Stuart,  its  chairman, 
and  to  provide  for  the   continued    safety  of 
the  remains,  the  gentlemen  above  named,  to- 
gether with  Noble  B.  Wiggins.  Horace  Chap- 
pin  and  Clinton    L.   Conkling,   on   February 
13,  188IJ,   formed    an    association    under    the 
laws  of  the   state  of  Illinois,    the   corporate 
name  being  the  "Lincoln  Guard  of    Honor." 
The  ostensible  oDject  of  this  association  was 
to  hold  memorial  services  upon  the  anniver- 
sary of  Abraham  Lincoln's   death.    Its  real 


object  was  to  keep  secret  his  place  or  burial 
and  to  protect  his  renif  'os  from  desecration. 
Thus  the  Lincoln  Guart,  of  Honor  became  the 
immediate  guardian  of  the  du.st  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  'this  trust  they  continued  to  hold 
until  April  14,  1887,  when  the  coffin  of  the 
martyr  president  was  raised  from  iti  resting 
place  and  formally  transferred  by  the  Lin- 
coln Guard  of  Honor  to  tlie  Lincoln  monu- 
ment association.  By  direction  of  the  latter 
association  the  casket  was  opened  and  the 
face  exposed  to  view.  The  familiar  features 
were  recognized  by  those  present.  The 
casket  was  again  sealed  up  ana  removed  to 
the  vault  recently  prepared  beneath  the  cen- 
ter of  the  marble  floor  of  the  catacomb  in  the 
JLincoln  monument.  By  his  side  were  de- 
posited the  remains  of  nis  wife.  Over  and 
around  both  caskets  is  a  solid  mass  of  ma- 
sonry and  concrete.  The  following  certifi- 
cate attests  the  identity  of  the  body  and  the 
last  aet  in  this  history  : 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Lin- 
coln Monument  association,  of  Springfield, 
Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  14th 
day  of  April,  1887,  we  saw  the  cedar  and 
lead  coffins  which  contain  the  remains  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  opened  hi  our  presence  in 
the  memorial  h  ill  of  the  monument.  The 
remains  were  somewhat  shrunken,  but 
the  features  were  quite  natural  and 
we  could  readily  recognize  them  as 
tiie  features  of  the  former  illustrious 
president  of  our  nation  and  th.it  the',-  are  his 
remains,  and  that  they  were  airain  reseated 
in  his  said  coffin  and  deposited 'in  the  vault 
beneath  the  floor  of  the  catacomb  in  our  pres- 
ence.    (Signed) 

James  C.  Conklin^,  George    N.   Black,    Lin- 
coln  Dubois,  Ozias    N.    hatch,   John    \V. 
Burr,  Christopher  C.  Brown. 
Hated  this  14th  day  of  April,  1837. 
In  their  last  resting  place,  secure   from   all 
sacrilege,  to-day  lie  ttie  remains  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,    who  died    "With    malice    toward 
none,  with  charity  for  all." 


0     Wii  i  u[iT 


He  Was  a  Member  of  the  C.umcl  of 
Honor  Over  tlie  Ileiiiains  of  Presi- 
dent   Lincoln,    He    Writes.    3"   I V  *> 

Sedalia,  Mo.— To  The  Star:  A  recent 
article  in  The  Star  told  of  the  death  of 
the  "last  surviving  member  of  the  guard 
of  honor  over  the  remains  of  President 
Lincoln."  I  desire  to  state  that  I  was 
a  member  of  that  honor  guard  and  had 
command  of  a  company  in  the  funeral 
procession. 

Fourteen    officers    who    composed   the 

<y  \\  jj  J*H      WCTC  * 

"   Lieut     Col.'  Martin   Flood.    15th    regiment, 

A'    R.    C,   Com.  „   ,  .      .r 

Capt.   R.   C.   Phetteplace.   8th  regiment,    V. 

K'Capt°s£muel    C.   Gold,    15th   regiment.   V. 

R'C%>t:  Jerry  M.  Hill,  15th  regiment,  V.  R. 

'    Capt^Edward  Miller.  15th  regiment,  V.  R. 

'''"Caotfj   L    Hill.  24th  Ohio  battery.    . 
First  Lieut.   Nathan  Coie,   13th   regiment, 

V'FirstCLieut.  F.  R.  Garrety.  15th  regiment. 
VFir"stCLleut  J.  W.  Crawford,  8th  regiment, 
V '.Second  Lieut  J.  B.  Taylor,  adjutant,  loth 
"SdlU^  McDonald.  15th  regiment, 
VSe^ond  Lieut  L.  M.  Wood.  8th  regiment, 
V'Second  Lieut.  W.  L.  McDamel.  15th  regi- 
"''se^onAieut  L.  W.  Groebeck.  15th  regi- 
ment  V.   R-   C. 

I  entered  the  service  as  a  private  in 
company  C,  13th  regiment,  O.  V.  I.. 
October  14,  1861.  I  became  second  Ueu- 
lenant  November  8,  1861.  and  first  lieu- 
tenant May  31,  1862,  following  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh.  I  was  wounded  in  the 
left  hip  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  De- 
cember 31,  1862,  and  promoted  to  crap- 
tain  the  next  day.  All  three  commis- 
sions were  signed  by  Governor  Todd  of 

I  was  discharged  from  the  13th  regi- 
ment O.  V.  I.,  September  3,  1863,  be- 
cause of  my  wound,  and  October  15  was 
commissioned  captain  in  the  regular 
army  by  President  Lincoln.  I  served 
until  October,  1868. 

Except  for  the  wound  I  had  perfect 
health  all  that  time.  I  have  not  been 
under  the  care  of  a  doctor  since  the 
war  Now,  81  years  old,  standing  on  my 
right  leg,  I  am  six  feet  two  inches  tall. 
My  left  leg  has  shortened  gradually  in 
the  last  twenty  years  on  account  of  my 
wound  and  I  am  forced  to  walk  with  a 
cane. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any 
other  member  of  the  old  guard,  if  there 
is  any  survwjng.,  ^     Samlet,  C.  Gold. 


Son  of  Lincoln  Guard 


. 


HORACE  LELAND  WIGGJNS 

Managing  director  or  Benjamin 
Franklin  Hotel,  at  tlie  age  of  0, 
wearing  a  duplicate  of  the  uniform 
of  his  father,  Colonel  Noble  B. 
Wiggins,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor.  Colonel 
Wiggins  and  eight  others  concealed 
the  body  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
-  nearly  twenty  years  , 
rh  I  L,        P  '    "  L  i   C Ls — 


LAST  TO  SEE 
LINCOLN'S  REMAINS 


Col.   James   F.  McNeill  Tells   the   De- 

tails  of  the  Secret   Burial  of 

Martyred   President. 

The  Oskaloosa  Rotary  Club,  at  the 
meeting  and  luncheon  Tuesday  noon 
had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  a 
splendid  talk  by  Col.  James  F.  Mc- 
Neill. Mr.  McNeill  is  the  only  sur- 
viving member  of  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  Honor.    &stT*  £.4bt4    <^<>Ao^ 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1876  an 
attempt  was  made  to  plunder  the  last 
resting  place  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
the  martyred  president.  The  idea 
was  to  steal  the  remains  and  then  de- 
mand a  ransom.  The  plot  originated 
in  Chicago,  but  the  chief  of  police 
was  secretly  informed  of  the  plot — 
in  fact,  had  one  of  his  men  with  two 
conspirators  who  proposed  to  carry 
out  the  job.  The  chief  and  a  detail 
of  police  were  stationed  nearby  on 
the  night  the  plot  was  to  be  carried 
out,  and  when  the  conspirators  has 
started  to  work  they  made  a  rush, 
but  one  of  the  police  accidentally  dis- 
charged his  revolver  and  the  men  got 
away  in  the  dark.  However,  they 
were  captured  in  Chicago  a  few  days 
later  and  served  a  short  term  i_n_  pris- 
on.    5^//h<t/  -»    C^«-J>* 

It  seemed  that  when  the  trial  came 
on  that  there  was  no  law  covering 
just  such  a  case  and  that  was  the 
reason   for  the   small   penalty. 

After  thia  attempt  to  steal  the  body 
of  the  president,  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  Honor  was  formed,  and  the  re«- 
mains  were  secretly  buried,  until  such 
a  time  as  it  was  seen  fit  to  remove 
them  to  their  final  resting  place. 

The  Guard  of  Honor,  in  order  to  be 
sure  that  the  remains  were  those  of 
President  Lincoln,  opened  the  casket 
so  that  CoL  McNeill  is  now  the  last 
man  who  lookad  upon  the  form  of 
the   martyr  in    death.    *?    «>*    ?  X. 

It  was  a  most  interesting  recital 
of  the  inside  facts  of  the  case,  and 
the  regrets  of  many  were  that  Mr. 
McNeill  could  not  have  h»d  more 
time  to  go  more  extendedly  into  the 
details  of  the  .case. 

After  Col.  McNeill  talked  the  meet- 
ing was  then  turned  into  a  quiz  and 
each  member  was  aska-'d  to  name  the 
capital  of  the  various  states.  It 
showed  that  the  boys  were  fairly  well 
up  on  the  subject. 


THE  LINCOLN  GUARD 


COLONEL    McNEILL    IS   ONLY   SUR- 
VIVING  MEMBER. 


Col.  J.  F.  McNeill,  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  "Lincoln  Guard  of 
Honor,"  gave  a  most  interesting  tulle 
before  the  Rotary  Club  yesterday  after- 
noon, discussing'  his  connection  with 
that  memorable  organization.  There 
were  seven  of  the  Guard  who  were 
entrusted  with  the  remains  of  the  mar- 
tyred President  after  several  attempts 
had  been  made  by  vandals  to  rob  the 
tomb  and  hold  the  body  for  ransom. 
Only  these  seven  men  knew  exactly 
where  the  casket  rested  for  many 
years,  until  fear  of  theft  has  dis- 
appeared. It  was  also  interesting  to 
hear  of  the  journey  of  the  funeral  train 
from  Washington  to  the  President's  old 
home  in  .Springfield,  Illinois,  being'  12 
days  on  the  way,  and  of  the  honors 
paid  the  distinguished  and  beloved 
dead.  For  many  years  after  the  death 
of  the  President  the  Lincoln  Guard  of 
Honor  held  memorial  services  each 
year  on  the  anniversary  of  the  death, 
starting  the  exercises  at  the  exact  hour 
in  the  morning  when  the  President  had 
died.  Col.  McNeill  is  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  famous  guard  now  among 
the  living  and  his  reminiscences  of 
those  stirring  times  were  a  revelation 
in  all.  It  was  a  talk  of  unusual 
i  nterest.       l/4^y?4  <!  & 

Testing  the  memory  of  members  of 
the  club,  President  Pro  Tern  E.  L.  But- 
ler, called  a  roll  of  the  48  states  and 
asked  members  to  name  the  capitals. 
Aside  from  Art  Oppenheimer  placing 
Baton  Rouge  in  Alabama,  Rev.  Strana- 
han  guessing  that  Richmond  was  in 
Georgia,  and  a  few  other  like  mistakes 
the  members  got  along  fairly  well  in 
the  contest.       /*    /t»        /, 


s\  Member  of  Famous  Guard,  j**^ 

■V'dSKALOOSA,     la.,      Feb.     11. -Special: 
Colonel    Jas,    F.    McNeill    of    this    city    is  ; 
a   member  of  the   famous   "Lincoln  Ciuarrt 
of    Honor"    and    will    have   a    part   in   the  | 
national    memorial    exercises    to    be    neiQ  j 
at    the    Lincoln    tomb    In      Springfield,    111.  , 
There    were    only    nine    members    of    this 
famous    organization    and    for    nine    years 
they    were    the    only    persons    who    knew 
where    the    body    of    the    martyred    presi- 
dent rested.     The  remains  were  buried  six 
different    times    before    they    were    placed 
In  their  final  resting  place,  in  the  founda- 
tion  of   the   Lincoln    memorial   at    Spring- 
field.    Thev  were   first   placed    in   a    vault 
in    the    Springfield    grave    yard,    and    then 
transfered  to  the  private  burying  grounds. 
Shortly   after   memorial    was   started    they 
were  removed  there   for  safe  keeping  and 
were   hidden   among   the   stones   and    tim- 
bers.     Thev    were    finally    placed    in    the 
niche    in    the    monument    and    here    they 
rested    for    some    time.      A    bold    attempt, 
and  one  that  came  near  being  successful. 
to    steal    the      remains,      called    for      the 
organization    of    the      Lincoln      Guard    of 
Honor.      The   members   were   chosen    from 
resident   soldiers  and   near  friends  of   Lin- 
coln  living  at   Springfield,  by   the  Nation- 
al    Memorial     association     and     by     mem- 
bers   of    the      president's      family.      These 
nine   men   in   1878   went   to   the   monument 
and    in    the    'lead    of    night    look   the   body 
from    Its    resting    place    and    burled    It    in 
an  excavation  under  the  monument.    Here 
it    rested     for    nine    years    or    until     1887. 
when  it   was  officially  turned  over  to   the 
association.      It    and      the    body    of      Mrs. 
Lincoln(    who     had    died    in     the    interim. 
were  then  disposited   in   the  tomb  in   the 
i  basi-    of    the    monument,    and    encased    In 
1  a    cement    vault,    the    walls    of    which    are 
practically      Indestructible.      Colonel      Mc- 
Neill   saw    four    years    of    service    In    the 
1  army     and    was      breveted     for      bravery, 
lie    was    a    personal    friend    of   the   pivsl- 
ri,  nt's    and     enjoyed    his    friendship    anil 
treasures   his   recollection.  JX^' „/'-,,  T^n 


OSKALOOSA  DAILY  HEEALD 
MONDAY,  MAY  28,  1923    ^om, 

Col.     .1.   I'.     McNeill,     responsive     to 
special  invitation   wenl    to  Central   uni- 
versity   at    ivila   last    week    to   talk  at 
Chapel   assembly  and   tell   the  students 
about    President  Abraham   Lincoln  and! 
the    special    ('.Hard    of    honor    Of    which] 
the  Colonel   is  today   the  only  survivn'g 
member.     The  story  of   the  attempt    to 
steal   the   body  of   the   martyred   presi- 
dent and   of   the   precautions  taken    by 
the    guard    to    circumvent    the    plots    is 
one    of     absorbing      interest      and      the; 
speaker     held     the     closest     attention' 
throughoue     the     address.  William 

Shaw   and   A.  H.  Rodgers  accompanied 
Mr.   McNeill   to  the  college  and   the   old 
soldiers   were   given   a   hearty   welcome] 
and    reception.     Parkin    Martin,    grand- j 
Hon   of   the   colonel   was   also   a   member  j 
of    the    party. 


J     Wii  I  CUT 


col.  j.  f.  McNeill,  of  oskaloosa, 

ONLY  MEMBER  UF  LINCOLN  GUARD 
OF  HONOR  AL] 


The  return  of  Memorial  Day  recalls  November  7,  1876,  Dr.  Power  and  the 
an  incident  in  the  life  of  Col.  J.  P.  detectives  secreted  themselves  in  mem- 
McNeill  of  this  city,  which  will  bear  orial  hall  of  the  monument,  separated 
repetition  often.  from   the  catacomb      on      the   opposite 

Eleven    years    after    the    assassina-  side    by   a    stone*   partition    wall,      and 

tion    of    beloved    Abraham    Lincoln,    a  waiting-   until   they   heard    the    nun    at 

company    of    ghouls    at    Chicago    en-  work,   ran  out  of  the   hall   and  around 

tered    into    a    plot    to    steal    the    body  the   monument,    funs    in    hand,    hoping 

of  'the    martyred    president    and    hold  to    catch    the    miscreants    red    handed, 

it  for  ransom.  But   a   convenienjly   stationed    sentinel 

Few  now  remember  the  story  and  gave  the  alarm  and  in  the  darkness 
few  know  how  the  fiendish  plot  was  they  all  escaped.  Some  three  weeks 
thwarted,  and  how  the  sacred  remains  later,  however,  they  were  all  arrested 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  hidden  and  at1  Chicago,  but  aslno  law  could  be 
for  two  year^  rested  beneath  a  pile  found  in  Illinois  punishing  this  par- 
ol' rubbish,  and  later  wore  bmied  in  ticular  offense,  they  were  tried  "on  some 
a  hidden  corner'  of  the  Lincoln  monu-  lighter  charge  and  received  sentence 
ment  at  Springfield.                                        I  of   one   year's      imprisonment      in      the 

Col.  McNeill  was.   one     of     the  Lin-  state    penitentiary, 

coin   Guard  of   Honor   upon    wliom   fell  |  "It   was  found   that  the   sarcophagus 

the    sacred    trust    of    secretly    interring  liad    been    opened    by    the    ghouls    and 

the  remains  of  the  martyred  president.  ,  the  coffin  drawn  part  way  out.    Aware 


Col.  McNeill's  story  was  published  for 
the  first  time  on  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  death  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln,  in   1915. 

Tells  of   Assassination. 


of  the  great  danger  of  leavng  tho 
remains  in  such  an  insecure  position, 
a 'few  nights  later  Dr.  Power  and  some 
resident  members  of  the  monument 
association    took    the    coffin    from    the 


In    his    article    Col.    McNeill    tells    of    sarcophagus,    sealed    it    up      carefully 


the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln 
in  Ford's  theatre  at  Washington, 
death  from  the  shot  fired  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  an  actor,  resulting"  at 
(twenty-two  minutes  past  7  'o'clock, 
April   15,    1865.       He   tells   of   the   fun- 


moved  the  remains  around  the  monu- 
ment to  and  through  memorial  hall, 
and  placed  the  coffin  on  some  jutting 
foundation   walls. 

Act    Stirs   Association. 
"They  were   old   gentlemen    and,    fa- 


cial procession,  which  called  forth  tigued  with  the  work,  they  covered 
crowds  of  sympathizers  along  the  line  the  coffin  with  some  loose  boards.'in- 
of  itinerary  from  Washington  to  t  tending  later  to  leturn  and  safely  se- 
Springtield,  where  interment  was  Crete  the  ■  body,  but,  strange  to  bo- 
made,  such  as  had  never  before  been  Heve,  the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
equalled  in  the 'history  of  like  events,  J  were  permitted  to  occupy  this  unpro- 
and  which  have  had  no  parallel  tected  and  undignified  locality  for 
since.  ,    '  j  more  than  two  years,  about  which  time 

"The  procession  reached  Spring-field  .  the  successful  attempt  to  steal  the 
on  the  morning  of  May  3,"  Col.  Mc-  '  remains  of  A.  T.  Stewart  aroused  the 
JNeill  writes,  "and  on  the  following  Monument  association  to  action,  and 
morning  the  remains  were  deposited  they  authorized  Dr.  Power  to  secure 
in  the  receiving  vault  of  Oak  Ridge  puch  assistance  as  he  might  deem 
cemetery,  and  on  December  of  the  best,  take  full  charge  of  the  remains, 
same  year  (18651,  they  wefe  placed  in  ,  and  bury  them  in  some  secret  and  se- 
the  temporary  vault  erected  on  the  [cure  resting-  place  beyond  the  possi- 
grounds  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monu-  bility  of  fu'ure  desecratoin. 
ment  association,  where  tiny  remained  [  "Thus  authorized,  Dr.  Power  chose 
until  the  catacomb  of  the  monument  ,  live  of  his  acquaintances  in  whose  lion- 
was  in  condition  to  receive  them.     On    or  and  discretion  he  felt  he  might  saf, 


September  17,  1871,  they  were  placed 
then  in,  and  three  years  later  were 
enclosed  in  a  marble  .sarcophagus 
resting  on  the  floor  of  the  catacomb. 

"In  the  fall  of  1876  the  custodian, 
Dr.  John  Can  oil  Power,  was  in- 
formed of  the  existence  of  a  plot  to 
s'teal  the  remains  of  the  president, 
the  plotters  having  a  double  object 
in  view,  first,  to  exact  a  heavy 
ransom  for  the  return  of  the  body, 
and  second,  to  obtain  tin;  release  of 
a  celebrated  expert  counterfeiter,  a 
member  of  their  gang,  then  in 
prison. 

Detectives    Get    Plans. 

"The-  sorvi«>s--of--J<:inioi  *V(i.shJuimv 
Mr.  Tyrell  and  other  distinguished 
detectives  of  Chicago  were  obtained 
and  through  their  efforts  it  was 
learned  when  the  attempt  would  be 
made,  it  being  the  night  of  the 
presidential  election  day,  when  it 
was  presumed  that  the  attention  of 
all  would  be  engrossed  with  that  ex- 
citing event  .and  the  chances  for 
interruption  to  their  plans  that 
much  less. 


ly  rely,  and  on  the  night  of  November 
IS,  1878,  we  ,mct  at  the  monument 
where  the  situation  was  explained  to 
us,  and  we  accepted  what  to  each  of 
ufc  appeared  to  be  a  sacred  and  patri- 
otic trust. 

"The  body  of  the  president,  was  en- 
closed in  three  coffins,  of  cedar,  load 
and  pine,  which  wo  lowered  to  the  dirt 
floor  of  the  excavation  for  the  monu- 
ment and  buried  in  an  obscure  locality 
between  some  partition  walls  of  the 
foundation,  strewing  the  place  with 
dirt  and  fragments  of  brick  and  stono  ' 
to  obliterate  any  evidence  of  recent  i 
disturbance.  | 

—  "Unaccustomed  as  we  all  .  were_Lo_  j 
much  physical  labor,  in  cramped  quar-j 
tors,  with  no  labor  helping  appliances,.' 
in  a  confined  underground  atmosphere,  ; 
and  by  the  light  of  a  small  lamp,  the 
completion  of  this  task  occupied  the' 
entire  night  and  called  for  all  the 
strength  each  possessed. 

Form   Guard  of   Honor. 
"Associating     wltlj     us     three   other 
friends,   on   the  'twelfth   day  of   Fobru- 


IADD   COL  McNEILL—  '-;Bh 
Soon  after  dark   on     that     evening,  _ary,    1880,    we   organized     The   Lincoln 

■Guard  of  Honor,  incorporating  it  under 
the  laws  of  Illinois  in  perpetual  organ- 


ization,   the    two-  main    objects    as    ex- 
pressed in  the  articles  being:   First,  to 
j  guard  and   protect  the  sacred  remains 
land  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  A  bra-  | 
jham  Luicoln;    second,   to  purchase  the  I 
; Lincoln   homestead  at   Springfield,  Til i-  ! 
nois,  fill  it  with  mementos  of  Mr.  Lin- 
!  coin's    domestic    and    official    life      arid 
'keep  it  open  under  proper  restrictions 
for   the   inspection   of   home   and  visit- 
ing friends.       As  Robert  T.  Lincoln  de- 
clined  to  part  with   this   property,   that 
part    of    our      plan      was      necessarily 
abandoned. 

"On  April  IS,  1880,  the  first  me- 
morial exercises  were  held  at  the 
monument  under  the  direction  of  The 
Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor,  commencing 
at  twenty-two  minutes  past  7  o'clock 
in  th  cmorning,  corresponding  to  the 
exatd  time  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  death. 
These  exercises  were  held  annually  for 
a  period  of  years,  consisting  of  an  ad- 
dress by  some  speaker  of  national  rep- 
utation, the  reading  of  extracts  fromV 
tho  letters,  and  papers  of  Mr.  Lincoln,' 
and  appropriate  music. 

"Mrs.  Lincoln,  the.  widow  of  the 
president,  died  in  July,  1882,  and  her 
remains  were  deposited  in  the  crypt 
next  to  the  one  that  had  contaned  the; 
body  of  hoi-  husband,  and  at  the  r,e>-.i 
quest  of  her  son,  Robert  T.  Lincoln,"' 
The.  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor  met  at  the! 
monument  the  second  night  after  the 
funeral,  took  lite  remains  from  the 
catacomb  anil  buried  them  by  the  side 
of  her  husband.  There  they  were  per- 
mtted  to  rest  until  April  14,  1&»:J, 
twenty-two  years  after  the  date  of 
President  Lincoln's  assassination,  when 
our  organization,  believing  we  had 
faithfully  executed  the  solemn  trust 
voluntaily  assumed,  jn  guarding  the 
bodies,  brought  them  back  to  the  cata- 
comb, and  turned  them  over  to  the 
(surviving  members  of  the  Monument 
association. 

"After  the  remains  of  the  president 
had  been  identified,  the  two  bodies 
were  buried  iri  a  pit  dug  through 
the  floor  of  the  catacomb,  long 
enough,  wide  chough,  and  deep 
enough  to  permit  their  being  cov- 
ered with  heavy  courses  of  concrete, 
making  their  tomb  practically  a  sob 
rock,  where  tin.'  public  mind  may 
rest  in  the  conviction  of  the  abso- 
lute impossibility  of  future  disturb- 
ance." 

The  members  of  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  donor  were:  < ',.  S.  Dana,  presi- 
dent; J.  N.  Reese,  vice  president; 
John  arroll  Power,  secretary;  J.  F. 
McNeill,  treasurer;  E.  S.  Johnson, 
Clinton  L.  Conkiing,  Joseph  P.  Lint]- 
tr-y,  Horace  Chapi'n  nhd  N.  P.  Wiggins. 
The  last  two  remaining  members, 
witli  the  exception  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Neill,  died  seven  years  ago,  Hon. 
Glinton  L.  Conkiing  and  Major  E.  S. 
Johnson  of  Springfield.  Colonel  Mc- 
Neill is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
that  loyal  body  of  men  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  body  of 
and  honoring  tho  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 
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THE  LINCOLN  GUARD  Of 
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S  RECALLED  - 


Col.  J.  F.  McNeill,  Last  Surviving 

Member,  Tells  Experiences 

of  that  Stirring  Night 


Col.  J.  F.  McNeill,  sole  surviving 
member  of  the  "Lincoln  Guard  of 
Honor,"  spoke  before  the  high  school 
Tuesday  afternoon  and  in  the  even- 
ing he  addressed  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ican war  veterans.  To  these  he  told 
the  story  of  the  attempt  to  steal 
the  body  of  the  great  war  president, 
and  the  formation  of  the  "Guard  of 
Honor."  Here  is  the  Colonel's  ad- 
dress as  delivered  on  this  occasion: 

The  Colonel's   Address. 

The  attempt  to  steal  the  remains 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  the  monu- 
ment at  Oak  Ridge  cemetery  near 
Springfield,  111.,  about  which  I  have 
been  requested  to  talk  for  a  few 
minutes,  occasioned  the  greatest  ex- 
citement at  the  time,  even  arousing 
international  interest,  yet  we  all  ap- 
preciate that  events  are  viewed  dif- 
ferently—I might  say  indifferently, 
through  the  space  of  many  years,  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  many 
present  had  never  heard,  or  at  least 
were  without  present  recollection  of 
such  an  occurrence. 

The   funeral   train     or     procession 
left  Washington  for  Springfield,  111., 
on  April  21st.     (In  point  of  unusual 
sympathy  evoked,  and   of  the   multi- 
tudes   that      participated    in   the    va- 
rious   demonstrations,    was    v/ithout 
parallel  in  the  history  of  life  events). 
Numerous    stops  were   made   enroute 
at  principal  cities,  the  remains  were 
transferred  to  a  hearse,  conveyed  to  a 
church  or  hall   or     park   and   appro- 
priate services   held,  and   at  stations 
where  it  was     known     that  no    stop 
would  be  made,  crowds  were  assem- 
bled, without  regard  to   the  hour  or 
weather   conditions,   and    occasionally 
informal   ceremonies   were  held   such 
as  a  chorus  of  school  children  or  in- 
strumental music  as  the  train  pulled 
.slowly  through. 

The  train  arrived  at  Springfield  on 
May  3rd,  traveling  nearly  1700 
miles  through  a  period  of  twelve 
days.  The  remains  were  taken  to  the 
State  Capitol  building,  placed  in 
state  in  the  hall  of  representatives, 
and  after  the  doors  were  opened  for 
24  hours  a  continuous  stream  of 
visitors,  strangers,  acquaintances, 
neighbors    and   friends   filed   past. 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  never  visited  his 
home  city  from  the  morning  he  left 
on  February  11th,  1861,  and  few  of 
the  crowd   that  gathered  at  the  sta- 


tion to  bid  him  good-bye  ever  looked 
upon  that  rugged,  kindly  face  again 
until  oppoi-tunity  was  offered  upon 
this  occasion.  The  following  morning 
the  remains  were  placed  in  the  receiv- 
ing vault  of  the  cemetery  association 
and  here  the  principal  funeral  servi- 
ces were  observed,  Bishop'  Simpson, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
officiating.  The  crowds  in  atten- 
dance overflowed  the  city,  and  when 
the  head  of  the  funeral  procession 
reached  the  cemetery  the  rear  had 
not  left  the  capitol  building,  a  mile 
and  a  half  away. 

President  Lincoln  was  assassinated 
on  the  night  of  April  14th,  1865,  at 
Ford's  Theater,  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  passed  away  on  the  following  I 
morning,  his  death  being  the  result! 
of  the  cowardly  pistol  shot  fired  from 
behind  by  John  Wilkes  Booth.  The 
funeral  services,  held  at  the  Na- 
tional Capitol,  were  of  the  most  im- 
pressive character,  attended  by  the 
leading  citizens  of  this  and  many 
foreign   countries. 

Those  who  have  seen  the  monument 
will  recall  that  it  faces  both  south 
and  north.  In  the  south  front  facing 
the  city  is  located  Memorial  Hall, 
containing  a  large  collection  of  data 
relating  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  administra- 
tion. Over  the  door  of  the  hall 
stands  the  bronze  statue  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, ten  feet  in  height,  looking  to- 
wards the  city,  where  he  lived  from 
1837  to  1861.  On  the  opposite  side 
of  the  monument  is  the  catacomb,  or 
large  receiving  vault  with  crypts 
built  to  receive  the  remains  of  the 
Lincoln  family. 

In  the  summer  of  1876,  the  Custo- 
dian of  the  monument,  Dr.  John  Car- 
roll Power,  received  information  that 
a  small  group  was  forming  in  Chica- 
go with  the  object  of  stealing  the 
President's  remains  and  holding  them 
for  ransom.  He  communicated  with 
Mr.  Elmer  Washburn,  Chicago  chief 
of  police,  who  detailed  a  detective  to 
hunt  up  the  squad  and  join  them, 
which  he  did,  with  the  result  that 
the  chief  was  kept  informed  of  what 
was  going  on  and  he  in  turn  kept 
Dr.  Power  posted.  The  conspirators 
selected  the  night  of  November  7th 
of  that  year,  being  the  night  of  a 
presidential  election  day,  to  make  the 
attempt.  Chief  Washburn  and  some 
detectives  came  down  from  Chicago, 
met  Dr.  Power,  and  together  went  to 
the  monument  shortly  after  dark,  se- 


creting themselves  in  Memoria/^xxall. 
Later  on  it  became  evident  that  the 
robbers  had  arrived  and  were  at 
work.  After  waiting  a  sufficient 
length  of  time,  Mr.  Washburn  and  his 
force  left  the  hall,  ran  around  the 
monument,  hoping  to  catch  the  rob- 
bers  red-handed   at   their   work,   but 

one  of  the  number  over  nervous  or 
awkward  discharged  his  revolver, 
alarming  the  men  at  work  in  the 
vault,  who  in  the  darkness  and  con- 
fusion escaped.  A  number  of  revol- 
ver shots  were  e^'han^ed  but  no 
one  was  injured.  These  men  were 
arrested,  however,  ten  days  later  in 
Chicago,  were  brought  to  trial  and 
received  a  sentence  of  one  year  in 
the  penitentiary. 

Previous  to  this  a  large  marble 
sarcophagus  was  built  and  placed  on 
the  floor  of  the  catacomb  directly  op- 
posite the  iron  rod  door  through 
which  visitors  could  easily  see  the 
interior  of  the  vault,  the  casket  of  the 
president  taken  from  crypt  No.  1  and 
placed  in  this  receptacle,  and  on  in- 
vestigation it  was  found  that  the 
end  of  the  sarcophagus  had  been 
pried  off  and  the  coffin  drawn  partly 
out  when  the  robbers  were  interrupt- 
ed. A  night  or  two  afterwards  some 
members  of  the  monument  associa- 
tion and  Dr.  Power  removed  the  cas- 
ket from  the  catacomb,  conveyed  it 
around  the  monument  to  and  through 
Memorial  Hall,  intending  to  give 
some  secret  burial,  but  the  task 
proved  more  arduous  than  they  had 
anticipated  and  the  coffin  was  placed 
on  some  projecting  foundation  walls 
and  covered  with  loose  boards,  they 
intending  to  return  later  and  finish 
their  work,  and  incredible  as  it  may 
appear  the  body  of  our  great  presi- 
dent was  permitted  to  remain  in  that 
insecure  and  undignified  situation  for 
nearly  two  years,  about  which  time 
the  remains  of  A.  T.  Stewart,  former 
merchant  prince  of  New  York  City, 
was  stolen  from  his  place  of  burial,  a 
large  ransom  paid  the  robbers,  the 
body  was  returned,  and  as  I  recall  no 
questions  asked.  This  badly  fright- 
ened the  Association  people  anew, 
and  they  directed  Dr.  Power  to  call 
to  his  aid  such  assistance  as  he  might 
consider  necessary,  take  charge  of  the 
situation  and  give  the  president's  re- 
mains secure  and  secret  burial.  The 
Doctor  selected  five  others,  myself 
among  the  number,  called  us  to  meet 
at  the  monument  one  night,  explained 
the  situation  and  told  us  what  he 
had  marked  out  for  us  to  do.  One 
remark  in  his  little  talk  I  still  re- 
member, to  the  effect  that  he  had 
spent  some  time  trying  to  think  up 
some  form  of  iron  clad  oath  or  ob- 
ligation that  would  bind  us  to  se- 
crecy, finally  concluding  that  no  ob- 
ligation was  more  binding  between 
men  of  honor  than  their  word  of 
honor,  which  was  given  and  was  suf- 
ficient. Omitting  details,  we  lower- 
ed the  casket  to  the  ground  floor  of 
the  excavation  for  the  foundation 
walls,  and  in  a  room  that  looked  like 
it  might  have  been  arranged  for  the 
purpose,  composed  only  of  some  ris- 
ing walls    supporting   different   parts 


of  the  superstructure  we  buried  it. 
Mr.  Robert  T.  Lincoln  and  the  exec- 
utive committee  of  the  association 
knew  what  was  being  done,  we  six 
only  knew  the  exact  locality.  We 
added  three  friends  to  our  number 
and  organized  the  Lincoln  Guard  of 
Honor.  Here  I  might  mention  that 
in  July,  1882,  the  widow  of  President 
Lincoln  passed  away  and  at  the 
funeral  her  remains  were  placed  in 
a  crypt  in  the  catacomb  and  Robert 
Lincoln,  who  came  to  Springfield .  to 
the  funeral,  requested  that  the  Lin- 
coln Guard  would  bury  the  remains 
of  his  mother  by  the  side  of  his 
father,  and  the  night  after  the  funer- 
al we  complied  with  his  request.  Thei 
Guard  of  Honor  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Illinois,  in  per- 
petual organization,  meaning  that 
the  corporation  exists  as  long  as  an 
incorporator  is  living,  and  of  those 
nine  friends,  six  of  whom  were  sol- 
diers in  the  civil  war,  the  speaker  is 
the  only  survivor. 

One  object  of  our  organization  was 
to  purchase  the  Lincoln  residence  in 
Spring-field,  collect  in  it  mementoes 
of  the  president's  early  and  later 
life,  place  a  custodian  in  charge  and 
keep  it  open  for  the  visiting  public. 
One  of  our  number  went  to  Washing- 
ton to  see  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  with 
his  wife  and  child  moving  into  the 
Lincoln  home  under  the  conditions 
we  had  suggested.  I  knew  them 
both  as  schoolmates  and  have  visit- 
ed them  at  different  times.  They 
have  both  passed  away.  Another  ob- 
ject of  our  association  was  to  hold 
memorial  exercises  at  the  Lincoln 
tomb  annually  on  April  15th,  begin- 
ning at  22  minutes  past  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  corresponding  to  the 
exact  time  of  the  president's  death. 
These  exercises  consisted  of  an  ad- 
dress by  some  speaker  of  national 
reputation  reading  from  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's letters,  speeches  and  messages 
and  appropriate  music.  These  were 
kept  up  a  number  of  years,  but  grad- 
ually our  little  band  began  to  disin- 
tegrate, some  moved  from  the  state, 
others  embarked  on  that  longer  jour- 
ney and  finally  considering  that  we 
had  faithfully  performed  our  self- 
imposed  task,   on  April   14,  1887,  22 
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The  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor 


co  l.  j.  f.  McNeill 

Sole  Surviving  Member  Tells  Story  of  Attempt  to  Steal  The 

Body  of  The  Martyr  President. 

■ 

Col.  J.  F.  McNeill,  sole  surviving  l!citement  at  the  time,1  even  arousing 
member  of  the  "Lincoln  Guard  of  ||  international  interest,  yet  we  all  ap- 
Honor,"  spoke  before  the  high  school  j!  predate   that  events,  are  viewed  dif 


Tuesday  afternoon   and   in   the  even- 
ing he  addressed  the  "Spanish  Amer- 
ican war  veterans.     To  these  he  told 
the    .-Lory    of    the-  attempt'  to    steal  j 
the  body  of  the  great  war  president, 
and  the  formation   of  the  "Guard  of 
Honor."      Here    is    the    Colonel's    ad- 
dress as  delivered  on  this  occasion: 
The   Colonel's   Address. 
The   attempt    to   steal   the' 'remains 
of  Abraham   Lincoln*  iroih'  (h<-'  monu- 
at    Oak    Ridge    cemetery    near 
Springfield,   111.,   about  which   I   have 
been    requested,  to     talk     for   a   few 
minutes,  occasioned  the  greatest  ex- 


I  mLht-  say'  indifferently, 
through  the  space  of  many  years,  and 
it  would  nit  be  surprising  if  many 
present  had  never  heard,  or  at  least 
were  without  present  recollection  of 
such 'an  occurrence. 

The  funeral  train  or  procession 
left  Washington  for  Springfield,  111., 
on  April  21st.  (In  point  of  unusual 
sympathy  evoked,  and  of  the  multi- 
tudes that  participated  in  the  va- 
rious demonstrations.  Was  Without 
parallel  in  the  .history  of  life  events). 
Numerous  stops  were  made  enroute 
at  principal  cities,  the  remains  were 
transferred  to  a  hearse,  conveyed  to  a 


church  or  hall  or  park  and  appro- 
priate services  held,  and  at  stations., 
where  it  was  known  that  no  stop 
would  be  made,  crowds  were  assem- 
bled, without  regard  to  the  hour  or 
weather  conditions,  and  occasionally, 
informal  ceremonies  were  held  such 
as  a  chorus  of  school  children  or  in- 
strumental music  as  the  train  pulled^ 
slowly  through.     ■        ^ 

The  train  arrived  at  Springfield  on 
May  3rd,  traveling  nearly  i  1700 
miles  through  a  period  of  twelve 
days.  The  remaias  were  taken  to  the 
State  Capitol  building,  placed  in 
state  in  the  hall  of  representatives, 
and  after  the  doors  were  opened  for 
24  hours  a  continuous  stream  of 
visitors,  strangers,  jc^uaintancej.. 
-nei^Jibui  s    and    iiiends    fileU    past. 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  never  visited  Ijis 
home  city  from  the  morning ;  he  left 
on  February  11th,  1861,  and  few  of 
the  crowd  that  gathered  at  the  sta- 
tion to  bid  him  good-bye 'ever  looked 
upon  that  lugged,  kindly  face  again 
until  opportunity  was  offered  upon 
tfeis  occasion.  The  following  morning 
the  remains  were  placed  in  the  receiv- 
ing vault  of  the  cemetery  association 
and  here  the  principal  funeral  servi- 
ces were  observed,  Bishop  Simpson, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
officiating.  The  crowds  in  atten- 
j  dance  overflowed  the  city,  and  when 
the  head  of  the  funeral  procession 
reached  the  cemetery  the  rear  had 
not  left  the  capitol  building,,  a  mile 
and  a  half  away. 

President  Lincoln  was  assassinated 
on  the  night  of  April  14th,  1865,  at 
Ford's  Theater.  Washington,  D\  C, 
and  passed  away  on  the  following 
morning,  his  deatli  being  the  result  . 
of  the  cowardly  pistol  shot  fired  from 
behind  by  John  Wilkes  Booth.  The 
funeral  services,  held  at  the  Na- 
tional Capitol,  were  of  the  most  im- 
pressive character,  attended'  by  .the 
leading  citizens  of  this  and  many 
foreign   countries. 

Those  who  have  seen  the  moaument 
will  reca'l  that  it.  faces  both  south 
and  north.  In  the  south  front  facing 
the  city  is  located  Memorial  Hall, 
containing  a  large ^^ollection^cd!.  data- 

relating  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  administra- 
tion. •  Over  the  door  of  the  hall 
stands  the  bronze  statue  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln* ten  feet  in  height,  looking  to- 
wards the  city,  where  he  lived  from 
1837  to  1861.  On  the  opposite  side 
of  the  monument  is  the  catacomb,  or 
large  receiving  vault  with  crypts 
built  to  receive  the  remains  of  the 
Lincoln   family. 

In  the  summer  of  1876,  the  Custo- 
dian of  the  monument,  Dr.  John  Car- 
roll Power,  received  information  that 
a  small  group  was  forming  in-Chica- 
gu  with  the  object  •  oX  stealing  ~tHe 
President's  remains  and  holding  them 
for  ransom.  He  communicated  with 
Mr.  Elmer  Washburn,  Chicago  chief 
of  police,  who  detailed  a  detective  to 
hunt  up  the  squad  and  join  them, 
which  he  did,  with  the  result,  that 
the  chief  was  kept  informed  of  what 
was  going  on  and  he  in  turn  kept 
D.\  Power  posted.  The  conspirators 
selected  the  night  of  November  7th 
of  that  year,  being  the  night  of  a 
pi  evidential  election  day,  ip ..niakj^thg 


attempt.  Chief  Washburn  and  some 
detectives  came  down  from  Chicago, 
met  Dr.  Power,  and  tog-ether  went  to 
the  monument  shortly  after  dark,  se- 
creting themselves  in  Memorial  Hall. 
Lat\-v  o:i  it  became  evident  that  the 
robbers  had  arrived  and  were  at 
work.  After  waiting  a  sufficient 
length  of  time,  Mr.  Washburn  and  his 
force  left  the  hall,  ran  around  the 
monument,  hoping  to  catch  the  rob- 
bers red-handed  at  their  work,  but 
one  of  the  number  over  nervous  or 
awkward  discharged  his  revolver, 
alarming  the  men  at  work  in  the 
vault,  who  in  the  darkness  and  con- 
fusion escaped.  A  number  of  revol- 
ver shots  were  ■ervhrmgted  but  no 
ore  was  injured.  These  men  were 
arrested,  however, 'ten  days  later  in 
Chicago,  were  brought  to  trial  and 
received  a  sentence  of  one  year  in 
the  penitentiary. 

Previous  to  this  a  large  marble 
sarcophagus  was  built  and  placed  on 
the  floor  of  the  catacomb  directly  op- 
posite the  iron  rod  door  through 
which  visitors  could  easily  eee  the 
interior  of  the  vault,  the_csisketof_the 
prcsiae'rit'uiken-  from  crypt  No.  1  and 
placed  in  this  receptacle-,  and  on  in- 
vestigation it  was  found  that  the 
end  of  the  sarcophagus  had  been 
pried  off  and  the  coffin  drawn,  partly 
out  when  the  robbers  were  interrupt- 
ed. A  night  or  two  afterwards  some 
members  of  the  monument  associa- 
tion and  Dr.  Power  removed  the  cas- 
ket from  the  catacomb,  Conveyed  it 
around  the  monument,  to  and  through 
Memorial  Hall,  intending  to  give 
some  secret  burial,  but  the  task 
proved  more  arduous  than  they  had 
anticipated  and  the  coffin  was  placed 
on  some  projecting  foundation  walls 
and  covered  with  loose t  boards,  they 
intending  to  return  later  and  finish 
their  work,  and  incredible  as  it  may 
appear  the  body  of  our  great  presi- 
dent was  permitted  to  remain  in  that 
insecure  and  undignified  situation  for 
nearly  two  years,  about  which  time 
the  remains  of  A.  T.  Stewart,  former 
merchant  prince  of  New  York  City, 
was  stolen  from  his  place  of  burial,  a 
large  ransom  paid  the  robbers,  the 
body  was  returned,  and  as  I  recall  no 
qu.stio-i3  asked.  This  badly  fright- 
ened the  Association  people  anew, 
and  they  directed  Dr.  Power  to  call 
to  his  aid  such  assistance  as  ho  might 
consider  necessary,  take  charge  of  the 
situation  and  give  the  president's  re- 
mains secure  and  secret  burial.  The 
Doctor  sel?cted  five  others,  'myself 
among  the  number,  called  us  to  meet 


at  the  monument  one  night,  explained 
the    situation    and    told    us    what    he 
had   marked   out  for   us   to   do.    One 
remark    in    his    little    talk   I   still   re- 
member, to    the    effect   that  he    had 
spent  some   time  trying   to  think  up 
some  form  of   iron   clad    oath  or  ob- 
ligation   that    would    bind    us    to    se- 
crecy, finally  concluding  that  no  ob- 
ligation  was   more/   binding  between 
men   of   honor   than     their     word   of 
honor,  which  was  given  and  was  suf- 
ficient.    Omitting   details,   we   lower- 
ed  the  casket  to  the  ground  floor  of 
the  excavation    for     the     foundation 
walls,  and   in   a   room  that  looked   like 
it  might  have  been  arranged  for  the 
purpose,  composed   only  of   some   ris- 
ing  walls    supporting    different    parts 
of    the    superstructure    we    buried    it. 
Mr.   Robert  T.  Lincoln  and  the  exec- 
utive   committee    of    the      association 
knew    what    was    being    done,    we    six 
only    knew    the    .exact    locality.      We  | 
added    three    friends    to    our    number  | 
and  organized  the   Lincoln   Guard   of 
Honor.     Here   I   might   mention  that! 
in  July,  1882,  the  widow  of  President! 
Lincoln      passed    away    and      at      the 
funeraj   her  remains   were    placed    in: 
a   crypt  in  'the   catacomb   and    Robert  j 
Lincoln,   who   came    to    Springfield    to  j 
the   funeral,  requested   that  the   Lin- 1 
coin   Guard   would  bury   the   remains  j 
of   his    mother    by    the      side      of   his 
father,  and  the  night  after  the  f uner-  j 
al  we  complied  with  his  request.  The  j 
Guard    of    Honor     was      incorporated 
under    the    laws    of    Illinois,    in    per- 
petual   organization,      meaning    that] 
the  corporation   exists   as   long  as  an 
incorporator    is    living,    and    of    those 
nine  friends,  six  of  whom  were  sol- 
diers in  the  civil  war,  the  speaker  is, 
the   only  survivor. 

One  object  of  our  organization  was  J 
to  purchase  the  Lincoln  residence  in  j 
Springfield,  collect  in  it  memeYitoes  i 
of  the  president's  early  and  later; 
life,  place  a  custodian  in  charge  and 
keep  it  open  for  the  visiting  public, 
ton  to  see  Robert  Lincoln,  who  was, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  but  he  did 
not  care  to  part  with  the  property. 
Our  obect,  however,  was  accom- 
plished by  a  nephew  of  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
with  his  wife  and  child  moving  into 
the  Lincoln  home  under  the  conditions 


we    had    suggested.      I      knew    them 
both   as   schoolmates   and   have   visit- 
ed  them  at     different     times.     They 
have  both  passed  away.     Another  ob- 
ject  of   our   association    was    to   hold 
memorial    exercises    at    the    Lincoln 
tomb  annually  on  April   15th,  begin- 
ning at  22  minutes  past  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  corresponding  to  the 
exact   time   of  the   president's   death. 
These   exercises   consisted   of   an    ad- 
dress   by    some    speaker    of    national 
reputation    reading     from      Mr.    Lin- 
coln's letters,  speeches  and  messages 
and   appropriate   music.     These   were ; 
kept  up  a  number  of  years,  but  grad- 
ually  our   little   band    began  to  disin- 
tegrate,  some  moved  from  the   state, 
others  embarked  on  that  longer  jour- 
ney  and   finally   considering  that   we 
had   faithfully      performed    our    self- 
imposed   task,   on   April    14,  1887,   22 
I  years  from  the  date  of  the  assassina- 
)  tion,  the  necessary  preparations  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  bodies  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    Lincoln   weie   brought   back   to 
the  catacomb  and  turned  over  to  the 
E  ;.  com.   of   the   Monument  Associa- 
tion   and    the    Illinois    state    officials, 
and   buried    in   a  vault  that  had  been 
prepared    through      the    floor    of    the 
catacomb. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  note  the 
number  of  times  that  the  body  of 
our  president  was  disturbed.  It  was 
first  placed  in  the  receiving  vault  of 
the  cemetery  association;  then  in  a 
temporary  vault  during  the  building 
of  the  monument;  then  in  crypt  No. 
1  in  the  catacomb;  then  in  the  marble 
sarcophagus;  then  placed  in  the  rear 
of  memorial  hall;  then  in  the  ground 
floor  of  the  basement;  then  in  the 
vault  built  through  the  catacomb 
floor;  then  in  vault  built  outside 
while  the  monument  was  being  re- 
built; then  returned  to  sarcophagus; 
then  in  vault  again  built  through 
floor  of  catacomb,  and  in  this  abso- 
lutely sec*  e  situation  the  public 
mind  may  rest  in  the  conviction  that 
these  sacred  remains  shall  rest  in 
safety  and  in  peace  not  to  be  again 
disturbed  by  friendly  or  by  vandal 
hands,  through   all  the  coming  years. 


If  you  want  to  dispose  of  anything 
about  the  house,  try  a  Cor  Sale  ad  in 
the  Herald,  -dl 


J    WRI  GHT 


LINCOLN  GUARD 
SPOKEjN  ALBIA 

Oskaloosa   Rotarians   Bring 
"Rotary  Bell"  to  Al- 
bia  Chapter.  <??f'**~ 

yttBfA        It^     Oft* 

Col.  J.  A.  McNeal  of  Oskaloosa, 
only  surviving  member  of  the  body- 
guard of  President  Abraham  Lincoln, 
was  in  Albia  last  Friday  evening  and 
spoke  briefly  before  the  Albia  Rotary 
club.  The  story  of  the  activities  of 
this  Lincoln  guard  is  a  most  inter- 
esting one,  particularly  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year  when  the  nation  is 
reminded  of  the  birth,  life  and  won- 
derful achievements  of  that  .great 
Civil  war  President,  and  Col.  McNeal 
told  most  entertainingly  of  hitherto 
unknown  details  of  that  body  of  men. 
After  the  burial  of  Lincoln  in  the 
vault  at  Springfield,  rumors  became 
rife  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made 
to  steal  the  body,  and  in  order  to 
prevent  such  an  occurrence,  a  guard 
of  nine  men,  one  of  which  was  Col. 
McNeal,  was' chosen  to  stand  watch 
over  the  body  of  "Honest  Abe."  The 
body  was  moved  several  different 
times,  the  guard  working  with  the  ut- 
most secrecy  in  order  that  none 
should  kno.w<the  location  of  the  body. 

All  oi  the  men  who  made  up  that 
body-guard  have  followed  Lincoln  to 
that  realm  beyond  the  grave,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  Col.  McNeal, 
and  his  visit  to  Albia  was  a  most  wel- 
come treat  to  members  of  the  Albia 
Rotary  c]ub.  and  the  few  others  whg 
hud  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  co!* 
onel  and  hearing  his   story     of     the 

The  occasion  for  Col.  McNeal's  vis-' 
"Lincoln  Guard." 

it  here  was  the  coming  of  the  Oska- 
loosa Rotarians,  passing  on  the  Ro- 
from  Rotary  club  to  Rotary  club, 
tary  'Bell,"  which  is  being  carried 
thus  creating  a  more  intimate  rela 
tionship  between  the  members  of  the 
organization  in  the  various  cities. 

Another  interesting  number  on 
the  program,  which  was  furnished  by 
the  Oskaloosa  Rotarians,  was  an  ad- 
dress by  G.  W.  Shockley,  who 
spoke  of  his-  recent  Mediterranean 
tour.  Mr.  Shockley  told  most  inter- 
estingly of  his  trip  and  told  of  many 
incident's,  customs  and  peculiarities 
of  cities  he  visited  in  the  Old  Wlorld. 

Following  the  program  a  social 
hour  prevailed  in  which  Albia  Rotar- 
ians demonstrated  to  the  Oskaloosa 
members  of  the  organization  the  real 
old-fashioned  Albia-style  cordiality 
and  hospitality. 

The  local  Rotarians  will  go  to  Char- 
iton next  Friday  evening  where  they 
will  pass  the  "bell"  on  their  brother 
Rotanans  in  Lucas  county. 


J     WhlGHT 


